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Senator Richard Luger, chairman of the foreign relations committee of the US Senate, has
just returned from a visit to Irag and said it was “rubbish” to suggest that “we won't stay in Iraq a
day longer than we need to”. He said, “We're going to be there for a long time”, and the Bush
administration at some point really has “to level with the American people’, that is, tell them the
truth about its intentions. An article in the independent US weekly, The Nation, says the Bush-
appointed governor of Iraq, Paul Bremer, has in less than a month “readied large swathes of state
activity for corporate takeover, primed the Iragi market for foreign importers to make a killing by
eliminating much of the local competition and made sure there won't be any unpleasant Iraqi
government interference — in fact, he’s made sure there will be no Iragi government at all while
key decisions are made. Bremer is Iragi's one man-man IMF”.

The whole Iragi venture is a tale of deceit and deception on the part of the Bush
administration. The reasons trotted out to justify the war — Iragi WMDs and links with Al Qaeda —
have turned out to be based on incorrect or false intelligence. Public opinion was crudely
manipulated, and even Congress was duped into passing a resolution authorizing military action
which said that “members of Al Qaeda, an organization bearing responsibility for ... the attacks
that occurred on September 11, 2001, are known to be in Iraq and that Iraq could provide
weapons of mass destruction to “international terrorists”. In this connection, the World Socialist
Websites says there was concerted effort to pin 9/11 on Saddam Hussein. Retired general Wesley
Clark, former Nato commander and CNN’s military expert, said he had got a call from the
government right on 9/11 urging him to say that the attack had to be described as state-sponsored
and connected to Saddam Hussein. Clark said: “m willing to say it, but what's your evidence?
And | never got any evidence”.

Amidst such grave doubts about American objectives in Irag and such instances of
manipulation, can we even consider going info Irag? It won't be peacekeeping: it would be
supporting occupation and exposing ourselves to further distrust in the Arab world as American’s
stooges. If any moral considerations move us, there should be no question of any Pakistani troops
working with the US occupation authorities. Even self-interest demands that we keep out of the
sad and terrifying mess in Irag. We don’t want to become a cog in America’s neo-imperialism, or
do we?
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